
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER^
downward steps of radicalism.

rhe pressure of Congressional matter on our

caumns lias for the last few weeks denied us the

laquisitc npace for some remarks on one or two of
!he political events of the time which seem to us of
too evil augury to be allowed to pass unnoticed or

uncondemn^. We shall endeavor to execute our

purpose to-day.
...

The first occurrence upon which we purpose to

comment is the recent decision of the Legislature of
New Jersey by which it refused to consider the ques¬
tion that was legitimately brought beforo it touching
the eligibility to the Gubernatorial chair iu that State
of its present incumbent. The ground upon which
Gov. Prick's competitor claimed to contest his eligi¬
bility wu.i deemed to be found in that clause of the
State Constitution which requires that theuovernor
shall be a " resident of the State seven years next be¬
fore his election, unless he shall have been absent du¬

ring that time on the public business of the L'uitcd
States or of the State." It was maintained by Joel
Haywoop, Esq., the contestant, that though his

opponent, Rodman M. Thick, Esq., had received a

majority of votes in the recent canvass for Governor
iu that State, he was nevertheless rendered ineligi¬
ble by reason of his residence in other States during
the " seven years next before his election.
Wo have no disposition to examine into the

merits of this controversy; but, since the Constitu¬
tion of New Jersey expressly declares that '' con¬

tested elections for the office of Governor shall be
decided by the Legislature," wc may venture to in¬

fer that the dominant party in the present Legisla¬
ture were so ill-assured of Gov. Price's pretensions
to eligibility that they preferred to shirk the con¬

test which the organic law of the State imposed
*pon them rather than to incur the risk of .lect¬
in^ it. Such a course, to say the least, evinces
rather the conscious strength of the « majority of
numbers " than of a good c-iuse. If the C'onstitu.
tion of a State requires certain qualifications for the
office of Governor, it will v-f, we oppose, be con¬

tended that any man is rl.g b!e pool who lacks a

single one of the constitute m !. quireiutuit-. T<> consti-
tute a valid election requim u»i >iy 1 wu.ioritj oi votes,
but a legal candidate a« well. A 1 >'SOn cau

no more be legally elected bj ''"J""'; of Note3 th.an
by a minority. The number of vot « that he may receive

can in no wise change the constitutional aspect of the

question. The votes thrown for nn illegal candidate are

exactly like so many figures multiplied into nought, the

product of which is nought, however large th« multiplier
may be. And yet, clear as such reasoning must be to all
when viewed iu the light of constitutional law, there are not

wanting those among us who pretend to ignore its cogen¬
cy They tell us that mere majorities arc of themselves
competent to dispose of the constitutional impediments
which the organio law may seem to erect against the will
of these majorities. Thus, upon this very topic of Gov.
Price's eligibility, a Philadelphia contemporary (tho Eve¬
ning Argus) took occasion Bome time ago to remark as

follows, and as the paragraph was also copied by our

neighbor the " Unien," we may presume it received the
sanction of the Government organ:

«' Though Rodman M. Price has ' unquestionably re¬
ceived a majority of the votes cast,' and thus been elect¬
ed Governor of the State by that highest and holiest of
all poweri iu a Republic, the People, still Whiggery, true
to its haired of Republican principles, aud°adverse to re¬

cognising the rights of the majority, is about to arrogate
to itself the right of questioning the wishes of the peop e,
and thwarting, if possible, their choice expressed at »he
ballot-box. The yualion 0f the ineligibility of Mr. rnce ha*
been disponed oj, and does not enter iuto tho consideration
of any sensible man at this time, if indeed it has at any
period during the canvass ; and the attempt to raise that
issue now is but a ruse to conceal a still more wicked and
malicioua attack upon the Constitution of the State and
the will of tho People. The citizens of New Jersey, by a

majority scarcely ever paralelled in the political history
of that State, have elected Mr. Price, and the sovereign
people will be 'the lion in the path' of the Whig party,
if they attempt to interfere and defeat, by their machina¬
tions, the expressed will of the majority. The people,
honest in their purposes and inflexible in their determi¬
nation to support the well-settled principles which lie at
the foundation of this republican form of government, the

right of a majority to chose their own rulers is the powc
in which we have nn ' abiding faith, and t^oy wiU ta e

oare that the candidate who has ' unquestionab!} received
a majority of the votes cast' for Governor of New Jers y
will take his seat at tho appointed time and dischargo
the duties of that office."

Here it is maintained that a majority of votes is alone
sufficient to validate an election, all questions as to the

legality of either voters or candidates being studiously
despised and left out of account, as inconsistent" with
" that highest and holiest of all powers in a Republic."
To refute such a monstrous interpolation in the doctrines
of Republicanism would be useless ; to indicate it is suffi¬
cient to condemn it in the eyes of all who retain any re¬

spect for a liberty fouuded on law.
There is, however, another subject of kindred nature,

but of still more alarming import, upon which we design
more particularly to dwell, as marking the prevalence
and supremacy in certain quarters of opinions which, if

they became general, could not but result in the o\er-

throw of the most distinctive features which give charac¬
ter to our Go^rnmeut, whether State or National. Our

readers have already been informed that the present
Democratic Legislature of Rhode Island recently passed
» resolution reversing and annuUing the decree of the

Supreme Court iu that State, rendered in 1844 against
Thomat Dorr, for cxciting a rebellion against the

Government. Though it is not likely that any of our read¬

ers who were contemporary observers, have forgotten the

«vents which signaliiod that insurrection against law and
order yet it will perhaps enable us the better to trace

the consistent progress of iadicalism in that State if we

hastily review the prominent incidents of the rebellion in

¦which tho Mr. Dorr figured as ringleader.
The State of Rhode Island retained until 1842 her co¬

lonial charter, which she had received from King Charles
II in the tourtcenth year of his reign. At the period of

the revolution such changes and amendments were intro¬

duced into the instrument as the altered relations of the

people made necessary. By this charter the right of suf¬

frage was vested in every freeholder who possessed pro¬
perty in the sum of about $130. This restriction on the

popular suffrage was long made the theme of indignant
denunciation by certain self-styled advocates of the
«' largest liberty for the largest number," until in the year
1840 a mass meeting of the "reformers" was held to

concert measures for the extension of the right of suffrage
sad the formation of a new constitution. This meeting
accordingly assumed the prerogative of calling a " Con¬
stitutional Convention," the members of which were elect¬
ed by the parties interested, but of course without duo
oonrse of law. Nevertheless the Convention met, made
a new constitution, and submitted it to the people for
ratification at a special eleotion ordered by the Conven¬
tion itself, and in which of course the " reformers " had
it pretty much their own way, as all legally disposed citi¬
zens refused to give any countenance, even by voting
against them, to proceedings which were illegal alike in
their inception and Execution.
The now constitution, however, wae declared by its

patrons to be duly ratified, and, acoording to its terms,
was to take effect a few months later. An election next
followed for a Governor and Legislature who should in¬
augurate the new Government. The functionaries thus
elected accordingly assembled at the capitol to enter on

.their self-constituted duties. Rut the legally existing
Government was not disposed to look any longer with for-
bearanoe on their extreme and violent assumptions. The
doors of tho State House were shut in the faces of the

new assembly, who, however, installed themeolves in a

neighboring foundry, passed laws, issued edicts, and left
its Governor, Thomas Wilson Dorr, to execute them by
means of the plenary power which was vested in him for
that purpose.
To say that all these proceedings were illegal is to

characterize them too gently; they were usurpations the
roost treasonable iu nature and the most insurrectionary
in the manner of their institution. They were not only
done without color of authority, but in direct contraven¬
tion of the highest law of the State. It was iu every sense

of the word a rebellion.
To enforce the laws, however, of this tumultuary legis¬

lation, Gov. Dorr took the responsibility of calling out the
" militia," meaning of course by this term hia own re¬

tainers and adherents. The mob, thus summoned and
armed, inarched against the St.ito arsenal, which was

viforously assaulted, but the rioters were soon repulsed
and dispersed, and the Governor himself, deserted by his

camp-followers, fled to New Hampshire.. Not long after¬

wards, however, the fugitive leader of the insurgents re¬

turned to llhode Island, re-organized h'w legions, and
drafted additional recruits from tho "Subterranean De¬

mocracy " of New York. But scarcely had ho set bis

squadron a 6econd time on the field before his myrmidons
were agaiu put to ignominious flight by'the farces of the

legally existing Government. The aged and venerable
father of Dorr enrolled himself among the minute-mcu
on the side of law and order so fatally disturbed by his

unworthy son. Dorr again became a fugitive.
Bat meanwhile Rhode Islaud had legitimately revised

her constitution, and effected legally the changes which
were deemed to be iu accordance with the real wishes of
the people. A new constitution was framed aud adopted.
About a year later Dorr adventured to return again to

the Stats; he was forthwith arrested on charge of high
treason, was tried by the Supreme Court, was convicted
and sentenced to tho State prison for life, with the for¬
mal deprivation of civil rights.

If this punishment seem severe it can only be from not

duly considering the magnitude of the crime. There is
a disposition among certain persons to palliate political
offences as though they were comparatively venial; but

they arc precisely those which in proportion to their
gravity are the most criminal. "Our parents are dear,"
says Ciccro in a familar passage, "dear are our children,
dear our friends and companions, but a common country
embraces all the charities of thein all. To benefit his
country what good man will hesitate to die ? While de-
testablo beyond comparison is the barbarity of those who
would wound her by their criminal assaults, and who
either are or have been wholly occupied in her destruc¬
tion."

After a year's confinement in the penitentiary Dorr was

released by act of the Legislature, who, it is believed,
wero influenced to this deed of clemency by a too foud
belief that the spirit of faction and disorder had been
effectually crushed in the Stato.
But the Democracy having during the present year re¬

gained their lo6t ascendancy in the government of Rhode
Island, they hastened to pass, among their earliest acts,
the following decree of the General Assombly:

"It is enacted by tho General Assembly as follows :
" Sec. 1. Tho judgment of the Supreme Court whereby

Thomas Wilson Dorr, of Providence, on the twenty-fifth
day of June, 1844, was sentenced to imprisonment for
life, at hard labor, in separate confinement, is hereby re¬

pealed, reversed, annulled, and declared in all respects to
be as if it Juad never been rendered.
" See. 2. To tho end that right be done to the said

Thomas Wilson Dorr, the Clerk of the Supreme Court of
the oouuty of Newport is hereby directed to write across
the face of the record of said judgment the words, ' Re-
' versed and annulled by order of the General Assembly,
' at their January session, A. D. 1854.'
" Sec. 3. The Seoretary of State is hereby directed to

transmit a copy of this act to each of the Governors ot
the several States and to the Congress of the United
State*."
Was there ever a more high-handed outrage than this

committed by one of the depositaries of the State sove¬

reignty on an independent and co-ordinate branch of the
Government.? The act of the United States Senate iu
mutilating its own journal was deemed by many to be a

stretch of power at once arbitrary and monstrous; but
tho Legislature of llhode Island has taken a step beyond
that. It has invaded the sanctuary of justice, and with
unclean touch has fouled aud soiled the journal of the
most august tribunal in tho State.a tribunal over whose
records it has no more legitimate control than the Unitod
States Senate have over those of. our Supreme Court; aud

yet, in all its assumptions touching the right to oblite¬
rate its own records, would 'the Senate have ever ven¬

tured a similar usurpation over those of the latter tri¬
bunal ?
But the Rhode Island Democracy are deterred by no

such scruples; and, not satisfied with the perpetration of
so gross an iniquity, it boldly Haunts it shaiue before the
face of tho nation. It directs the Secretary of Stato to
transmit a copy of this act to each of the Governors of
the several States and to the Congress of the United
States! The enormity of the transaction is only exceed¬
ed by its brazen impudence. It would seem, indeed, that
the Rhode Island Democracy do but seek in this to imi¬
tate the custom of tho Highland chiefs, who once were

wont to rally their clammen and confederates to some

frce-bootipg foray by dispatcbiug swift messengers from
village to village, each bearing aud transmitting from
hand to hand the " fiery cross of shame,"' which was the
symbol of some sudden and important emergency in which
all who beheld the signal were called to act. Do the
Rhode Island Democracy summon their brethren in " the
several States" to unito with them in a similar foray on

the Judiciary? And by sending, such a missive to the
" Congress of the United States" do they seek to inform
that body of its hitherto unexercised prerogatives over

the records of the Supreme Court? As the precedent of
the Rhode Island Assembly is thus conspicuously brought
before tho whole country, let us look a little more closely
into the hideous features whioh it presents.

If there be any principle of republican government, as

our fathers understood it, more fundamental than an¬

other, it is that which ordains the distribution of its
powers in the hands of independent and co-ordinate
brauchcs. In the Convention which framed the Constitu¬
tion of the United States the first resolution adopted by
that body was that " a National Government ought to be
established, consisting of a supreme legislative, judiciary,
and executive." And this same principle, as Judge Story
observes, " lies at the bottom of all our institutions,
State as well as National." Upon the expediency of such
a division in the powers of a State it surely cannot be ne-

cossary to enlarge at this stage in tho history of republi¬
can government in this country. Vet it is precisely this
principle which is assailed by the action of the Rhode
Island Legislature. A co-ordinate branch of the State
Government, aud that the most sacred depositary of its
civil and political liberties, the Judiciary, has been tram¬

pled upon by the General Assembly. The founders of the
Republic were not unaware that the tendency Of republi¬
can government is to the aggrandizement of the legisla¬
ture at the expense of the other departments; and if, when
penning the papers of the Federalist, Mr. Madison felt
himselfcompelled to confess that the constitutions of the se¬

veral States, as they then stood, did not sufficiently provide
against the danger from legislative usurpations, "which,
by assembling all power in the same hands, must lead to
the same tyranny as is threatened by executive usurpa¬
tions," what would that statesman now say, if ho could
return among us, to find even the few mounds and dykes
which wero standing in his day nearly all washed away
by that torrent of innovation which, under the name of
reform, has swept away every constitution of which he

spoke? If then he exclaimed in alxrm that tho legisla¬
tive department was "every where extending the sphere
of its activity, and drawing all power into its impetuou*
vortex,"* what would be his exclamations in the face of
such assumptions as those which form the subjects of our
present review 1 Acd if Albxakdbr Hamilton, in his
day, complained that the Judiciary, from the force of cir¬
cumstances, must always in a republican government be,
" beyond comparison, the weakest'of tho three depart¬
ment* of power,"f at the same time that it is the chief
guardian of our liberties, what would be hia eomplaints
when this weakness has sunk into an impotency to pro-

* See Federalist, No. 48. f See Federalist, No. 78.

tect its own records from the obliterating finger of the
Legislature ?
The anarchic tendency of such legislation appears the

more strikingly from considerations like the following.
It is the constitutional function of the Judiciary to review
the acts of the Legislature, and to decide on their cou-

j stitutionality. No principle is better settled than this.
The State courts have acted on it from the very origin of
our Government, and for a digest of the earliest decisions
on this point we refer the reader to the first volume of
Kent's Commentaries on American Law, where he will
find the principle itself most luminously stated and de¬
fended by the combiued force of logic and established pre¬
cedents. But, in the matter of Gov. Dorr's " rehabilita¬
tion," it is the Legislature which not only usurpa the
function of the Judiciary, but exactly inverts the consti¬
tutional relation of the two departments, and assumes to
review the acts of the Judiciary, not in the only way it
could legitimately do so, by impeaching its functionaries
for malfeasance iu office, but by annulling its edicts.
Now, if the Legislature is competent to act thus with re¬

gard to a criminal decree, it is equally competent to re¬

vise and revoke a civil judgment. It may reverse and
annul the decision of the Court in regard to a judgment
of debt or a conveyance of property. Nay, more, if it
tnfiy direct the clerk of the court to annul the decision of
the court after it has been made, th<*n it may interfere to

preveut a decision before it has been tfinde.* The whole
power, judicial and legislative, according to this doctrine
of the Rhode Island Democracy, centers in the General
Assembly.

It is another principle of established authority that
the power which makes is not the power to construe the
law; and so far has this principle been extended, and bo

jealously has it been guarded, that all declaratory acts.
that is, acts intended to declare what the law meant be¬
fore it was passed.have been decided to be ofno binding
weight with the courts. The Legislature has no powtr,
in passing a law, to determine how it shall be interpreted
by the Judiciary. But it is the doctrine of the Rhojie
Island Democracy that the Legislature may not only dfc-
tate the interpretation of its own laws, but may " revers,
repeal, annul, nnd declare in all respects as if it had nevtr

been rendered," whatever decrco of the Supreme Court
it may please to revise, even though it can be shown that
that decision was according to an interpretation of the
law which even the Legislature itself cannot impugn. Is
not this to rcduco anarchy to a system ?
We should not, perhaps, conclude the present article

without noticing the attempted justification of this out¬

rage on the part of its perpetrators. We find the follow-
ing in the New York Evening Post, extracted from the
" Providence Herald and Post," and which in the judgment
of the first-named journal makes out " a pretty clear
case" in favor of the Rhcde Island Solons:
"The Assembly, having no pardoning power expressly

conferred by the Constitution, is obliged to look for it
among powers previously exercised and not prohibited;
and it ia found iu the plainest words iu the charter of
Charles II, p. 4. digest. The charter authorizes the
Assembly ' to order, direct, and authorize the imposing
of lawful and reasonable fines, mulcts, imprisonments,
and executing other punishments, pocuniary and Corpo¬
ral, upon offenders and delinquents, according to the
course of other corporations within this our kingdom of
England, and again to alter, revoke, annul, or pardon,
under their common seal or otherwise, such fines, mulcts,
imprisonments, sentences, judgments, and coudcmuations
as shall be thought fit.'"
"The Constitution now in force in Rhode Island con¬

tains the following clause:
" The General Assembly fchall continue to exercise the

powers they have heretofore exercised, unless prohibited
in this constitution.".Art. IV., sec. 10.
So far from making out " a pretty clear case" in favor

of the Rhode Island Assembly, it seems to us that these

quotations make out a clear case against it; for on ex¬

amining the old colonial chat ter of Charle3 II. wo find
that it does expressly cede "to the Governor and Com¬
pany all powers, legislative, executive, and judicialthe
King merely reserving to himself, as a pledge of his sove¬

reignty, a render of the fifth part of all tlio gold and
silver found in the colony. But the present C'onstitutioa
of Rhode Island is founded on the republican principle of
the distribution of the three powers, and such a usurpa¬
tion of judicial functions as that involved in the reversal
by the General Assembly of the findings of the Courts is
clearly prohibited by the existing relations between these
two branches of the Government. But even if this apology
were valid, what would it prove? Nothing more than that

anarchy had been made organic and normal in the insti¬
tutions of Rhode Island. It would prove that according
to her very Constitution the only law in that State is the
will of the majority for the time being, and that her only
pandects are the decrees of Ler General Assembly as

interpreted and enforced by its own despotic authority.
But the Supreme Court of the United States some years

ago decided the very question involved in the recent out¬

rage of the General Assembly of Rhode Island upon the
Supreme Court of that State. The following is the case,
which will be found in vol. 3, p. SOS, Dallas' Reports:
" In August, 17%, the Supreme Court of Judicature

rendered a judgment against the defendant, Col. Olney,
the collector of the port of Providence.
" Olney brought a writ of error to remove the cause

into the Supreme Court of the United States, the con¬
struction of a statute of the United States being involved
iu the decision; and one question was whether the Su¬
preme Court, on whose judgment the writ of error was

brought, or the* General Assembly, was the highest court
of law or equity of the State of Ithode Island iu which a

decision in the'suit could be had. This question was first
argued by order of the Court, to determine first whether
they had jurisdiction.
"Chief Justice Kllswortu delivered the unanimous

decision of the Court.
"4 We arrclearli/ ofopinion (hat theSupreme Court ofRhode

Island, en whose judgment this writ of error is brought, is the
highest court of law of that State, within the meaning of the
25th section of the judicial act. The Central Assembly may
set aside, but tiikv coild not make a »kcmiox."'
Th« judicial act here referred to is the act passed by

Congress in 1789 establishing judicial csurts of the Uni¬
ted States under the Constitution. Tbc i^th section is
the one establishing the tribunal iu each State, whence
decisions should come up to the Supreme Court for re¬

examination, reversal, or affirmance, on writ of error.

* The Legislature of Tennessee once assumed this
power to interrupt the proceedings of the Supreme Court
in the case of tbc State ».*. hltming, but the Court very
properly ruled tho decree of the Legislature to be uncon¬

stitutional and void..See Humphrey * Hep¦ and Kent»
Commentaries, vol. 1, p. 4M.

COMl'LIMiNT TO LIEUT. MAURY.
Extract 1'romti .Letter received in this city from

Mr. Schbokdkk, jmoriean Charge d'Affairea near

the Court of Sweden, dated
" Stixkholm, Feihbharv 20, 1H54.

* * * n i j,ave gf eat pleasure in informing you that

the Swedish Governnie at are desirous of offering a com¬

pliment to Lieut. Maw it; *ntl *s he may not receive the

badges ayd decorations fvhich would be conferred upon
him were he an officer i iflone of the Governments of the
continent of

t Europe, . l4ag Oscar has ordered a gold
medal to be struck in lis honor at the Swedish mint,
having on one side a li leness of the King, and on the

other, I understand, a 1 litin inscription with the name
of the distinguished obje Jt of the compliment.

" Baron Stibunelh vol ^nteered to inform me that the

medal will be made of i Swedish gold coin, one of the

purest in Europe, and ia weight will be equal to fifty
Swedish ducats."

THE LAST OF A NOBLE BAND!
A venerable relic of the p »st has departed. Josatiun

Harrinotok, the last suit ivor of the gallant band who
were engaged in the first coi >flict- of the Americau Bevo-

lution, died at Lexington, *ss.) on Sunday, in theDCth

year of his age. He was a fi fer for the minute men who

Msembled at Lexington Gret ti on the memorable morn¬

ing of the 19th April, 1775. He waa at the time.then
but seventeen year« old.pre\ >aring for college, but the
events of the day, resulting in the destruction of his

books, changed the course of his life. It has been hia
fortune to see his comrades in the opening struggle for

independence one by one passu "8 from the scene, till he
alone remained At length, at th e good old age of ninety-
five, he has been gathered to ki J fathers. May his re¬

ward be comuenaurata with th e wishea of a grateful
coontry 1

WASHINGTON.
" Liberty and Union, now and forever,onr mud

- inseparable."

THURSDAY, MAltCH 20, 1854.

THE rRESIDENT AND THE NEBRASKA QUESTION. |
Although wo did uot think fit to copy into our

paper the letter of Mr. Clemens to his frieud iu
Alabama, the publication of which has drawn from
him the subjoined explanatory one, it id due to the
President that we should insert the latter. The
letter troui Mr. C. to his friend in Alabama, which
found its way into the public papers, contained the
following passage:

" liut a f«vr days since, in a conversation with a North-
ern Senator and myself, he [President Pierce] gave it
as hit decide! opinion that Douglas's bill was a proposition
in ' favor of freedom,1 and added that, if it should piss,
although wo might absorb the whole of Mexico, not another
slave Stale would erer coinc into the Union, lit expressed ureal
surprize at the opposition it met icithfrom the North, and equal
surprise that the South should Le icilliny to take it. I agreed
with him fully, and could not help recurring to Ihe stra¬

tagem by which the Greeks effected the destruction of
Troy."

In consequence of the publication of this letter
Mr. Clemens addressed the fallowing letter to the
President, which we copy from the Union of Sun¬
day last:

Washington, March 24, 1854.
Dear Sip. : \ ou have called my attention to a late let¬

ter of mine to N. Davi?, jr. Esq., and particularly to the
following sentence:
" He expressed great surprise at the apposition it met

from the North, and equal surprise that the South should
be willing to tako it."

At the time the conversation to which that sentence

alludes took place I was walking backwards and for¬
wards across the room, and should not have noticed it if

you hud not remarked that jou had no concealments
upon the sul-jest, asd that you were glad I was preset to
hear it.

In my letter to Mr. Davis I did not pretend to give
your language, except where quotation marks were used ;

aud, from the subsequent conversation with you, I think
it very probable that I misunderstood the purport of your
remarks upon this particular point. Your surprise may
have besn expressed that the true men of the North should
hesitate to vote for Douglas's bill when the South were

willing to tako i:; and, if 1 had paid attention to the
whole conversation, I doubt not such would have been
the impression left on my mind.

I have never sought a conversation with you upon the

subject of tho Nebraska bill: but every time I have heard

you mention the sabject you have uniformly expressed
yourself warmly in favor of the principle of the bill, viz :

the principle of tho right of tho people of tho Territories
to regulate the (juestion of slavery for themselves.a
doctrine from wl/ich I dissented; and, ns 1 knew we were

not at all likely to agreo, I sought no discussion of the

question.
'

You have aspired me always that you thought it best
for the whole country, and insisted that patriotic men in
both sections ought to takn it. I thought the South must

be the loser. I think so now. I understood you to place
it upon tho ground that the principle is right in itself,
and, if it wwks for or against a particular section, no one

has a rigkt to complain ; that you were for the rights of'
both sections, and willing to take any consequences that

might fyllow the practical carrying out of those rights as

you understood them. Very truly, yours,
JERE. CLEMENS.

Gen. Frank PxKnrfi,
President of the United States.

OCEAN PENNY POSTAGE.

Our Government has achieved the first step in
this important object, and a long step too, for it
embraces half the circumference of the globe.that
is to say, a penny postage has been established be¬
tween this country and Australia. We learn this

interesting tact from the following announcement
which we have received from the PoaTMASTER

{ General for publication :

Regular Monthly Mail between New York and

Australia direct..Single rate of posvuje five rents, pre¬
paid..The Postmastkr'General has made an arrange¬
ment with the proprietors of the "Australia Pioneer
Line of Monthly Packets" to convey the mail regularly
between New Vofk and Australia by sailing ships monthly
jn each direction. It is expected that the first mail under

this arrangement will be dispatched from New York on

the 25th of April. The single rate of postage for letters
is five ccnts: for pamphlets and magazines one ocnt au

ounce or fraction of an ounce ; and for newspapers two

cents each, yre-poymcnt rtquircd. The incoming mails,
as the United States postage thereon cannot be pre-paid,
will be treated as ordinary private ship mails.

The above successful step is the first fruit of a

general authority wisely given by the President
to the Postmaster General to enter into such

arrangements for cheap ocean postage, aud by
the latter has been promptly and happily carri¬
ed out with perhaps the most distant region on

the globe with which our people have any con¬

siderable correspondence. The migratory habits
of the ago impart to cheap ocean aud international

postage an importance immeasurably greater now

than it would have been a hundred or even fifty
years ago; and we cannot doubt that an object so

beneficcut will soon overcome all existing obstacles
to its universal extension. We think that our Gov¬
ernment, and especially our Postal Department,
deserves credit for its eudeavors to carry forward
the good work.

Donations or Public Land*?..It appears from
an official statement from the Secretary of the In¬
terior that 134,704,392 acres of the puMic lands
have been granted to various States and Territo¬
ries, of which 4,600,449 wore for internal improve¬
ments under the act of 1841; 48,909,535 for
schools j 4,060,704 for universities; 5,836,873 for
canals and rivers; 8,383,151 for railroads; and
*25,990,257 for military services.

Although not .within the usual rules which wo

prescribe for ourselves, we cannot refrain from allud¬

ing to the very brilliant fete.national in its cha¬

racter.given last week by the highly-esteemed
Minister from Brazil, to celebrate th<* birth-day
of his Emprkss. Due honor was *hown to her

Majesty by the Diplomatic Corps, who appeared in

glittering costume j and the officers of our own army
and navy testified their respect for the occasion by
wcariug full uniform. All that is most distinguished
in our city of rcHiden'-s and strangers,*we learn, paid
their respects to his Excellency and his amiable con¬

sort, who, assisted by the assiduous Legation, add¬
ed by their urbanity to the charms of their elegant
hospitality.
A correspondent at the scat of Government writes: 441

seldom go among members of Congress, but a gentleman
who mixes a good deal with them tells rae that the feel¬
ing in favor of the acqnisitioa of Cuba is strong with
them. 441 said, 4 We have no more ri&ht to the island of
Cuba than Spain has to the State of South Carolina.'
44 lie replied, 4 Tnii; but they do not see that.' "

[A'tw fork Kvtnin# Put.

FROM 0UR LONDONCORRESPONDENT.

London, March 10, 1S54.
It is a high position which Kugland at present

occupies; .«<ince, at the very moment that the Govern¬
ment is straining every energy to meet the exigcu-
cit s of a war of unknown magnitude nud duration,
it is also laying the foundation of necessary and
salutary reform in the representation, in the adtnin-
idlration of the law, in bettering the condition of
the poor, in facilitating justice in the Court of
Chancery, anil in rendering the Ecclesiastical Courts
l8»s deserving the reprehension of the moralist, the
satirist, and the legislator. A reform is ako to bo
nlade :n the coinage, by the introduction of the de¬
cimal system ; the business of tbe custom-house is to be

simplified; education to be cared for and promoted, and
the Universities to be rid of their inefficiencies; cheap
poetuge is to bo extended across the water as well as

across the land ; oaths, which were necessary perhaps
in KISS, arc to be struck from the statute book as dero¬
gatory to the enlightenment of 18.il: the navy is manned
without impressment, and the army managed without
tlogging. Surely, if the existing Cabinet can manage nil
these things, and drive Nicholas or Kcssia out of the
Principalities and make him desirous of peac?, we shall
have u right to t'ng to pa ant to Lord Auekdekn and Lord
Joiin Ucssell, and award the victor's wreath to Lord
lt.uic.AN and Sir Cuahues Names. Perhaps wo are too

sauguine when we state our opinion that all or the great¬
er part of these thing3 will be done before next Christ¬
mas. We feel assured they will all be attempted, and we

huvc confidence that all will be accomplished that energy,
zeal, and ability can etFect.
The manly simplicity with which Mr. Oladstose lias

announced the plan by which he proposes to raise the ad¬
ditional sum required for the war, inspires confidence and

respect, even in those who are not friendly to the Admin¬
istration. JjWeu Coi, SiBTiionrs has corno as near to a

compliment as it is possible he can cauae his prejudices
and his temper to approach.
With respect to the Eastern question, strange to say,

the balance yet hangs between war and peace, though
with a daily increasing preponderance towards the for¬
mer. Every thing which roaches us, especially in regard
to the Czar's temper and determination, must be received
with a cautious scepticism. If we could credit all we

hear he would certainly appear to be playing a desperate
part. Having Turkey, France, and England on his hands,
he is reported t« be desirous to fix a quarrel upon every
Power which wishes to remain neutral. Intimations to

Denmark, Sweden, and Prussia, to the effect that he will
not recognise them as neutrals unless they adopt mea¬

sures towards France and England irreeoucileable with
the neutral character, are attributed to him. It is scarce¬

ly possible to credit such statements, and yet there is in
his manifesto to the ltussiau people, and in his reply to the
Emperor of the French, an appearance of confidence in
himself and his power that forbids an entire disbelief in
them. Meanwhile preparations for commcncing imme¬
diate hostilities are proceeding with unexampled rapidity
both in France and Eugland. News has arrived that the
first detachment of British troops has reached Malta, and
the second is well on its way ; when it reaches Malta the
first division will leave for Constantinople. The first di¬
vision of the English tieet destined for the Baltic will sail
from Spithead probably on Saturday. It will not reach
its destination a moment too soon. The Gulf of Finland
ought, ou an average of seasons, to be open in about a

fortnight, and present appearances promise an early
spring. Rivcl is already open, and Crenstadt nearly i«.
It is thought that the Russians design to concentrate at

tbe larger island of Aland, which is within a few hours'
sail of Stockholm, and that capital is easily accessible
from the sea, not strong in artificial defences. Should it
suit the policy of Russia to seize upon Stockholm, we

suppose there would not be any hesitation in doing it.
We, do not suppose that the great desire of the Emperor
Nicholas to get his ships out of their winter harbors
arises from any wish to meet the allied French aud Eng-
glish fleets in tqual battle cn the sea. On paper Lis fleet
shows stronger than that now fitting out in England, but
a large proportion of its crews has been drafted off to man

the ships iu the Euxine. Neither can be intend to render
his ships available for the protection of his coast line.
He is evidently preparing to strike eome sudden blow, a

la Sinopt, before the allied fleets cau arrive to prevent k,
and his visible reluctance to acquiesce in the ^neutrality
of the Scandinavian Powers seems to indicate where that

blow will probably bo attempted to be struck. Every
consideration of humanity, all regard for the associated
honor of England and France, imperatively call for the
immediate departure of strong divisions of their fleets for
the Baltic. Were a strong division of the English fleet
alone in the Baltic there would be little room left for ap¬
prehension. Some difficulty may probably arise in the
selection of a station from which, as from a centre, ope¬
rations may originate and be directed. We have every
confidostcc that the allies know what they are about, and
that all necessary arrangements have been made.
A grand parting dinner has been given to Sir CuARtE3

Nai'ixu. Lord I'ai.mek<tos took the chair, and two other
Cabinet Ministers, Sir >V*. Moleswoktu and Sir Jamzs
Graham, attended. The healths of the Emperor and Em¬

press of the French, of the Sultuu of Turkey, of the Turk¬
ish Minister, and of Sir Charles Napier were drank with
mere than utual marks of enthusiastic respect. Sir Charles
.said in reply:

" The expedition npon which I am setting forth is a

vsry great expedition, 1 cannot say of war, because we

;^re yet at peace, but it is very near war; and possibly,
when 1 g«i into the Baltic, 1 shall take au opportunity
to declare war."
John Bull will very soon have to commenco counting

the cost of wur, for he will be called upon to pay nn in¬
come tax increased from 7d. to lOjd. in the pound. Gov¬
ernment is also to be empowered to issue a large amount

in Exchequer bills daring the coming twelve months, if
the costs of the war require it, the total estimated increase
of expenditure for the year being more than four millions

sterling. This sum is the exact price of England's share
of the expense of putting down Russia. France will also
of course ii*ve a large sum to contribute. Turkey has
to pay dearer still; whilst Denmark and Sweden must

both take expensive measures and run great risks before
the impending struggle is over.

The Emperor Nicholas still shaws a desire to nego¬
tiate. At the commencement of this week he sent fresh

proposals to Vienna, which when examined were found
to contain all the inadmissible demands of previous Rus¬
sian projects. The I'.eprescntatives of the Four Powers
have, therefore, at once determined that the proposal
cannot be entertained, and such an answer has bceu re¬

turned to St. Petersburgh.
The Austrian Government has published an order pro¬

hibiting the export of arms, ammunition, and all mate¬

rials of war to the Turkish provinces on the frontiers of
tho Empire. The effect of this order will, in the first

place, be felt by the Russians in the principalities, and in
certain contingencies by the Servians. Tho Ciar appears
to be desirous of satisfying Prussia that he has no hostile
designs against that country.
The reigning Duke of Saxb Coboubb (brother of Prince

Albert) is on a visit to the Emperor of the French at Pa¬
ris. lie has been received with military honors and eve¬

ry mark of respect. Rumor, which is always busy in

finding motives for the proceedings of distinguished per¬
sons. has connected great events with this visit. Ono is
tho union of Spain and Portugal by a marriage, which
will exalt a member of tho universal house of Cobourg to

the throne of the United Kingdom, under a name which
shall not offend tho pride of either of the united nations;
whilst another report is that the Duke's mission is in¬

tended to bring about a closcr union between France,
Prussia, and Belgium. If one-half of tho schemes now

alleged to be in embryo be brought to maturity wo shall
want a new map of Europe.
The last news from Spain is a complete contradiction

of the statement before received of the issue of the mili¬

tary insurrection at Saragossa. Instead of the Cordova

regiment having been cut to pieces, it lost only five men,
and continues to give the authorities a great deal of
trouble.
The people of Portugal are almost unanimous in wish.

Lng for a union of the two countries, under the title of the

" Iberian Empire ;M the Crown to b« worn by the Cobourg
Regent of Portugal. Andalusia la for the Duchess dm

Montpknsibb. This is a desperate state of affairs, which,
will not be improved by the resolve of tbe Government to

propose a constitution which shall strengthen tbe hand*
of the Crown and weaken the power of the Legislature.
At Home afl .0 are going from bad to worse. The ad¬

ministration i« weak ami full of disorder, although con¬

stantly putting it down.
From Lombnrdy the accounts breathe nothing but me¬

lancholy monotonous misery. The King of Naples is per¬
plexed about, the " attitude which it ought to assume,"
as if he would be of any importance in the strife which
is about to ensue. The remainder of Italy is a political
nonentity.

Grecce is a good deal alarmed about the disturbances
in Albania. Those portions of the Greek army whose
fidelity can be depended upon have be*u ordered to tbe
frontier in order to prevent ileaerters crowing the boun¬
dary to join the insurgents.

The Indian news shows that Russia is very bu?y ia
that neighborhood, but that she has not yet produced any
very important results.

Ilussia is al?)o very busy negotiating with .Sweden, or

at least striving to do so. The Swedish Council of Htate
has voted three millions of rix dollars banco towards the

expense of defending the neutrality of the kingdom. The
Russian admiralty have taken precautions in the Baltic
like those taken by Prince Menscbikoff in the Black Sea,
and removed all the buoys, beacons, &c.
The Russian Government demands from that of Den¬

mark that it shall refuse to supply the English and French
squadrons with provisions and coals. The ministerial
resolution for giving the Danish ad ministration a right to

procluim a constitution for the whole monarchy, without
the co-operation of the Chambers, was rejected in the
Diet by a majority of 97 to 1.
W hatever may be the defects in the new constitution of

France, it is certainly calculated to get through with its
legislative functions very rapidly in case of emergency.
On Tuesday the Emperor signed a decree at theTfciileries
directing that a bill authorising the Finance Minister to
raise two hundred and fifty millions of francs (ten mil¬
lions of pounds sterling) should be laid before the Corps
Legislatif. An hour afterwards the bill was brought dowa
to tho House, recommended by the Minister of Finanoo
and about seventy members, and signed by three council¬
lors of State. A committee was immediately appointed
to examine the bill, which on the next day reported unani¬
mously in its favor : and, after a little interruption, caused
by a few who thought two hundred and fifty millions not

enough, and wanted to grant four hundred, the measure

was pnssed by the unanimous vote of tho House, two hun-
dred ami, thirty-eight members being present. This pro¬
ceeding shows, not only confidence in the Emperor, but
a hearty co-operation with him under the circumstances
in which France is placed.
Her Mojesty will at noon this day pass through the

first division of the fleet assembled at Spitbead; bnt
there will be no formal review. The first division of the
fleet will sail for the Baltic to-morrow at twelve o'clock.
This arrangement evinces judgment and good taste. The

great object now is to get a strong naval force into the
Baltic as quickly as possible. All holyday displays sure

therefore discreetly avoided. All festal parade appears
on this occasion to be discountenanced by the injunction
that " he who putteth on his armor boast not as he who
putteth it off." The Queen will in an unostentatious man- >

ner, as is her wont, bid the gallant blue-jackets "God
speed."
The approach of tho cholera was hinted at in the House

of Lords last night. It has already appeared in some

towns of Scotland, and seems progressing by the exact

path which it traversed in 1848 and 1849.

A WEEK LATER FROM EUROPE.

Two European steamers arrived yesterday.tha
Franklin, at New York, aud the Canada at Halifax*
The Liverpool dates arc to the 18th instant.

During the week flour had declined 2s., wheat '3d.,
and oorn 1b. Cotton unchanged. Consols 01.
A terrible earthquake recently occurred at Cala¬

bria, in Italy, by which two thousand persons ara

reported to have been killed.
No change had taken placc in the Eastern ques¬

tion. The first division of the British fleet, under
Sir Charles Napier, sailed on the 11th. An ad-
dress had been moved in the British Parliament
praying the Queen, in the event of war, to give di¬
rections to prevent any interference with neutral
vessels not carrying contraband articles, and sug¬
gesting the policy of entering into such a treaty
with the United States and other l'owers.

Accounts from Paris xtatc that neither the French
nor the British Cabinet regards the propositions
made by Prussia for a resumption of negotiations an

likely to lead to a pacific solution of existing diffi¬
culties, and that it would therefore be useless for
those two Powers to entertain the proposition. The
only thing, they think, that ought to be done at

present is to hasten their fleets and troops to tha
scat of war. It is reported that tho subscriptions
for the French loau already amount to 300,000,OOOf.

LAJE MEXICAN NEWS.
The New York Commercial Advertiser thus truthfully

epitomizes the news relating to the alleged revolution ia
Acapulco which has come from the South by Telegraph,
within the last few days :

1. That Gen. Alvarez held the command of the mouo-
'tain passes, and was strong in the adhesion of a numer-

eus and hardy mountain force. 12. That he was utterly
defeated, and forsaken by bis followers. 3. That he waa

strong enough to prevent Government troops from pass-
inginto Sonora. 4. That he was surrounded in the moun¬
tains, and that nearly all his followers had forsaken him.

That he was becoming so powerful that President
Santa Anna had left tho capital in person to take tha
field against him; and, G, that he has defeated the Govern¬
ment troops. The seventh variation will probably com*
over the wires to-morrow.

Release or tub Caroo or tub Black Warrior..Wa
learn by telegraph from Mobile that a Utter from Ila-
vana to the owners of the Black Warrior states that tho
cargo was released as well as the vessel on the payment
of the $0,000 fine, and that she was to sail for this city
with her cargo on the 24th instant..jVeto York Mirror.

PniLip Grkelet, Esq. late Collector of the port of
Boston, died at Havana on tho loth instant, aged about
forty-eight years.

Anotuer Planet Discovered..The London Times an-

nounccs the almost simultaneous discovery of another
planet, between Mars aud Jupiter, by astronomers at
Bishop's and Radcliffe observatories. This is, we believe.
the twenty-eighth planet now known to exist between
Mar? and Jupiter, eight (or nine?) of which were dis¬
covered by Mr. Hind, Mr. Bishop's principal astronomer*
and now another by an assistant there..Boiton TravtlUr.

The Mountains still ox Fire..The fire which has
been raging in the lilue Mountains, in Pennsylvania, ia
still spreading, and has extended along the base on either
side of the Susquehanua river. The llarrisburg Herald
says*
" Tho flames have now reached the ' Little Mountain,' west¬

ward of the * Blue Mountain,' and are still spreading, carry¬
ing the work of destruction in their course. On tho opposite,
or Dauphin itde of the river, tho ' Little Mountain" is otUI oi*

fire, and the tlimes are spreading eastward in an aNrmirjt
manner, destroying young timber, cord-wood, rails, 1c., and
in many instances endangering the lives and property of tbe
mountaineers. Some of the people residing in the coarse of
the devouring element have been busy night and day clear¬
ing away combustible matter from the "vicinity of their huin-
blo dwellings and lowly mountain cots. The fire, it is
posed, waj first started by mischievous individuals, who di<i
not count tho consequences ere they kindled the destructive
element"

It is stated that the Seminole Indians, headed by tha
famous Wild Cat, are committing depredations on th®
Texas frontier. On the 8th instant fifty head of horses
and rattles were driven across the Rio Grande, Wild Cat
himself heading the marauding party.


